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all — of these poems had appeared in some other form before they were 
brought together in this volume, we shall content ourselves with little 
more than the announcement of this new issue, — an announcement 
which we make with unfeigned pleasure. There is in fact nothing that 
we could say now, unless it were the intense reaffirmation of what we 
have already said. Of diction and rhythm Whittier certainly gains an 
increasing mastery year by year ; while the humanity, equally bold and 
tender, the keen and discriminating sense of right, the love of freedom, 
the reverence for the true and noble, which alone can render the poet 
worthy of his mission, are deepened in him by the experience of life, 
and find stronger and more touching utterance in each successive col- 
lection of his poems. 

9. — 1. Guesses at Truth. By Two Brothers. From the. Fifth Lon- 
don Edition. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 12mo. pp. 555. 

2. The Recreations of a Country Parson. Boston : Ticknor and 
Fields. 1861. 16mo. pp. 442. 

We connect these two volumes in one notice, because, though diverse 
in form and origin, they are inspired by a similar purpose, and are 
equally worthy of the popularity which they have enjoyed. Both are 
original and suggestive productions, not to be dismissed with a hasty 
glance or a hurried perusal, — books which set a man thinking, and are 
cherished companions whether at home or on a journey. " Guesses at 
Truth" was first published more than thirty-three years ago; but since 
that time it has received large additions, both by the introduction of 
new topics of remark and by the revision of the old articles. In its 
present form it is too well known to render any special account of its 
character and purpose necessary, and any criticism of its separate parts 
would be a work of supererogation. We need only say, that, although 
its style is often harsh and rough, it comprises one of the most attrac- 
tive collections of fragmentary thoughts in our language, and that there 
is scarcely a page on which the reader will not find something to invite 
independent study and reflection. Literature and life, experience and 
aspiration, the actual and the ideal, alike furnish the topics of the book, 
and in reference to each the two brothers open many interesting lines 
of thought for the studious reader. 

In respect to style these two books present a strong contrast. " The 
Recreations of a Country Parson" has a freshness and transparent sim- 
plicity of expression, and a liquid flow in its harmonious periods^ which 
indicate a perfect mastery of the art, while its picturesque descriptions 
commend it at once to the lover of nature by their exquisite beauty 



1861.] kendrick's life and LETTERS OF MRS. JUDSON. 269 

and their truthfulness. It opens with a delightful picture of the coun- 
try parson's life, designed to serve in some measure as a Preface to the 
twelve essays which follow. These essays, we are there told, "are 
nothing more than that which they are called, a country clergyman's 
Recreations. My solid work, and my first thoughts," the writer adds, 
" are given to that which is the business and the happiness of my life. 
But these Essays have led me into a field which to myself was fresh 
and pleasant. And I have always returned from them with increased 
interest to graver themes and trains of thought." Among them are 
chapters on " The Art of putting Things ; being Thoughts on Represen- 
tation and Misrepresentation," concerning "Work and Play," "The 
Moral Influence of the Dwelling," " Hurry and Leisure," " The "Wor- 
ries of Life, and how to meet them," and " Concerning Growing Old." 
To the discussion of all his themes the writer brings a large familiarity 
with books and men, a genial philosophy, and a kindly spirit. The re- 
sult is a book which seems likely to secure for itself a permanent place 
in this department of literature. Certainly nothing better of its kind 
has appeared within our recollection ; and there have been few books 
of miscellaneous essays so admirable in both matter and manner. 



10. — The Life and Letters of Mrs. Emily €. Judson. By A. C. 
Kendeick, Professor of Greek Literature in the University of 
Rochester. New York : Sheldon & Co. 12mo. pp. 426. 

It was a wonderful appointment of Providence, that Dr. Judson, 
than whom no missionary in modern times has dared or endured more 
bravely, should have married successively three women who stand in 
the foremost rank among Christian heroines. The unparalleled suffer- 
ings of the first Mrs. Judson, and the arduous apostolate exercised by 
the second, when the widow of the saintly Boardman, have become a 
part of the ecclesiastical history of our times. The third, though not 
called to such labors, perils, or hardships as fell to the lot of the others, 
manifested, on a less conspicuous stage, courage and fortitude fully 
equal to theirs. Her life was one protracted struggle. Born in pen- 
ury, with surroundings unfavorable to mental culture, with a slender 
constitution, prematurely overburdened with cares for her poverty- 
stricken parents and family, often obliged to stave off utter destitution 
by exhausting toil, when she needed the retirement and comforts of the 
sick-chamber, — all the while conscious of powers that only craved 
development in order to place her honorably and usefully before the 
public, and of tastes and impulses that fitted her for intellectual pur- 
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